
 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE       CONTACT: 
August 7, 2008         Peter Cales, 402-471-6228 

 
Governor Honors Points of Light Award Winners 

 
Lincoln, Neb. – Gov. Dave Heineman will present the Nebraska Governor's Points of Light Awards at a proclamation 
ceremony Wednesday, August 13 at 10:30 a.m. in the Warner Chamber at the State Capitol in Lincoln. The awards 
are presented quarterly in recognition of volunteers who give their time, talent and energy to help Nebraskans build 
stronger communities.  
 
This quarter’s winners: 
 
ADULT CATEGORY:  Sheryl Oakman of Bellevue, NE.   
Sheryl Oakman has a passion for scouting. In the Mid-America Boy Scout Council she has contributed her time (20-
30 hrs per week), talents and personal financial resources to further the development of outstanding outdoor programs 
for boy scouts. On a regional level she is the Co-Chair for the Central Region Pilot Program on Cub Scout Retention. 
On a national level, she is a member of the National Cub Scout Committee and is Chair for the Tiger Cub Book. She 
promotes scouting at national scouting conferences and trains Boy Scout camp directors in the proper way to set up 
camps. It is difficult to measure all the impact her volunteer service has made over the years. 
 
GROUP CATEGORY:  Heartland Equine Therapeutic Riding Academy of Valley, NE 
The Heartland Equine Therapeutic Riding Academy (HETRA) started with a brother’s search for a therapeutic 
activity for his sister after she suffered a stroke. Bouncing from barn to barn, HETRA finally found a home when an 
Occupational Therapist Intern decided to take the reins of the program and offer a unique therapy program. HETRA’s 
mission is to improve the quality of life, both physically and emotionally of adults and children with disabilities 
through equine assisted activities. The children and adults are provided with opportunities to feel personal 
accomplishment through learning skills, mastering a task or mentoring others. The overall goal is to increase the 
client’s level of independence in all areas of life. Serving 90 clients each week requires about 18 horses, 13 instructors 
working in various capacities and approximately 75 to 100 volunteers. In 2007, volunteers logged 8,465 hours. The 
volunteers gain leadership, coaching and fundraising skills as well as the experience of doing something that truly 
makes a difference in the life of adults and children with disabilities from across the state.   
 
Each quarter, Commissioners from ServeNebraska review award nominations and make final recommendations to the 
Governor. The Points of Light awards are sponsored by Woodmen of the World. 
 
To learn more or nominate individuals and groups who have made a difference through volunteerism for a Governor’s 
Points of Light Award, please visit serve.nebraska.gov, or contact 402-471-6225 or (800) 291-8911. 
 
 

### 

Mobilizing Nebraskans To Strengthen Their Communities Through Volunteering, Collaboration And National Service Programs 
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