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2009 NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS MONTH IN NEBRASKA 

The Nebraska Citizen Corps Program is program of ServeNebraska – Nebraska Volunteer Service Commission. 
 

Nebraska Governor’s Proclamation 
• August 12:  Proclamation Signing at the State Capitol in 

Lincoln.  Governor Heineman signed a Proclamation to proclaim 
September as National Preparedness Month. 

 

ServeNebraska eNewsletter 
September 18:  A ServeNebraska eNewsletter Special Nebraska Getting Ready Edition was sent out with a 
summary of Nebraska’s National Preparedness Month activities and events to promote NPM. 
 

Partnership with the University of Nebraska Athletic Department 
This is the 3rd year ServeNebraska has partnered with the University of Nebraska Lincoln Athletic Department to 
promote National Preparedness Month at the following athletic contests:  
 

• September 1:  Home University of Nebraska vs. Creighton University volleyball game 
at the Coliseum in Lincoln.  A half page ad in the VB match program promoting NPM, the 
Citizen Corps preparedness program and ServeNebraska was featured (donated by the Athletic 
Department). 

 
• September 12:  Home University of Nebraska vs. Arkansas State football game at 

Memorial Stadium in Lincoln (UNL’s Memorial Stadium becomes “Nebraska’s third largest city” during a 
game).  While witnessing the Huskers’ victory over Arkansas State last Saturday, 81,067 Husker fans saw one 
of the new Citizen Corps PSAs, produced in partnership with Redstone Communications, on the 
HuskerVision screens!  A half page ad in the game program promoting NPM, the Nebraska Citizen Corps 
preparedness program and ServeNebraska was featured (donated by the Athletic Department).   

 

Ad Run in the UNL Volleyball and Football Programs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nebraska Lt. Governor’s Leadership for National Preparedness Month 
September 1:  The Lt Governor conducted a series of media interviews on radio and 
television supporting and promoting National Preparedness Month activities. 
 
September 29:  Lt. Governor Rick Sheehy’s BE PREPARED Awards Press Conference held at 

the State Capitol at 9:30 a.m. in the Governor’s Hearing Room to announce and present 2009 
awards sponsored by ServeNebraska.  40 persons attended the event including the four largest 
television stations, 3 newspapers and the public radio.  Awards were presented for the 2nd year by Lt. 

Governor Sheehy, Nebraska’s Director of Homeland Security, in the following categories:  Citizen Corps Council 
of the Year, Citizen Corps Volunteer of the Year, Citizen Corps Partner Program or Affiliate of the Year, 
Local Hero Award, Excellence in Community Preparedness, Excellence in Risk Communication and 
Excellence in Education and Outreach. 

    In an Emergency... 
        Are you prepared? 
     What would you do? 
                    Where would you go? 

Learn how to measure your readiness & 
develop plans for your family & business 

Serve.Nebraska.gov 

Mobilizing Nebraskans to strengthen their communities through volunteering, collaboration and national service programs 
 

AmeriCorps • Citizen Corps • Training • Disability Inclusion & Preparedness  
• Volunteer & Community Service Awards • Οnline Resource Library 

READINESS TIP:  
Enter ICE (In Case of Emergency) in front of key cell phone contacts. 
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NEW Nebraska Citizen Corps Preparedness PSA’s 
Two 30-second and two 15-second Nebraska Citizen Corps preparedness Public Service Announcements for 
television and two radio spots (one in Spanish) were developed by Redstone Communications under contract with 
ServeNebraska.  The PSA’s were played on television and radio stations throughout Nebraska during September.  

Media stations partnered in airing the PSA’s by donating portions of the cost of the airtime.   
(Find link to the PSAs and all stations and times PSAs were played  

under “United We Serve” on www.serve.nebraska.gov) 
 

 

Local Nebraska Citizen Corps Program (CCP) Activities and Events 
CENTRAL CCP REGION 
• August 20-23 – Platte County Citizen Corps & Platte County Emergency Management Agency 

sponsored a booth at the Columbus Days event to promote September as National Preparedness Month.  
Thousands of local residents attended the event. 

• September 13 – Platte County Citizen Corps & Platte County Emergency Management Agency 
partnered with HyVee for Preparedness Day to promote preparedness to persons who shop at the HyVee 
Grocery Store in Columbus. 

• End of September - Platte County Citizen Corps & Platte County Emergency Management Agency 
sponsored a booth at the Senior Fest to promote September as National Preparedness Month and encourage 
personal preparedness to persons 55 & older. 

 

SOUTH CENTRAL CCP REGION 
• September 15-17 – Hall County Citizen Corps & Hall County/City of Grand Island Emergency 

Management Agency sponsored a booth and first aid station at the Husker Harvest Days event to promote 
National Preparedness Month and give away refrigerator magnets with a preparedness message.  The CERT 
Team managed the first aid station.  This is the biggest event in the Central Nebraska area and thousands of 
people attended the event. 

 
EAST CCP REGION 
• September 1 – Omaha/Douglas County Citizen Corps partnered with Clear Channel Communications, a 

group of area radio stations to play Ready.gov PSA’s.  The Lt Governor did a radio interview to promote 
National Preparedness Month. 

• September 13 – Sarpy County Citizen Corps sponsored a booth at the Disaster Preparedness Fair in 
Bellevue to promote National Preparedness Month and educate the public on being ready for emergencies.  
The Lt Governor attended and provided remarks supporting National Preparedness Month.  Sarpy County 
Citizen Corps developed a brochure for the Fair and displayed their new CERT Trailer.  Tips and information on 
how to prepare for a disaster were provided.  Additional information was available about volunteer 
opportunities.  The new Sarpy County CC website was launched -  http://www.sarpycitizencorps.com/ 

• September – Omaha/Douglas County Citizen Corps co-sponsored an Emergency Preparedness Blood 
Drive with the local Red Cross to highlight National Preparedness Month.  The new Douglas County CC website 
was launched - http://dccitizencorps.org/ 

 
SOUTHEAST CCP REGION 
• September 1 – The Lt Governor did a radio interview on KLIN to promote National Preparedness Month.  The 

Lancaster County Citizen Corps issued news releases about National Preparedness Month and the activities and 
events they are sponsoring. 

• September 6 – September 26 - Lancaster County Citizen Corps sponsored a month-long Disaster 
Preparedness Challenge open to individuals, families, classrooms, or workgroups in Lincoln and southeast 
Nebraska. This challenge was an opportunity to win prizes for assembling a disaster kit for a household.  
20,000 brochures about the Challenge were distributed throughout the region.  The Challenge was co-
sponsored by Runza and Neco Security.   

• September 29 – Lancaster County Citizen Corps sponsored a Business Interruption Workshop at the 
UNL Extension Office in Lincoln. This free seminar was for businesses and nonprofit organizations wanting to 
learn how to start or develop a Business Interruption Plan with limited time and resources, and to plan for 
continuity of operations in case of a flu pandemic.  

• September – Lancaster County Citizen Corps offered Preparedness Presentations through out the 
month.  Trained instructors visited classrooms in Lincoln and Lancaster County to present information to 
students on preparedness.  It was a 30-minute presentation that covered the basics of preparedness (Family 
Disaster Plans, Supply Kits, etc.).  

 
PANHANDLE CCP REGION 
• September 1 – The Panhandle Citizen Corps Network of three Citizen Corps Councils issued weekly 

promotions and news releases to promote National Preparedness Month.  A Newsletter with a story on 
preparedness was sent to Panhandle businesses that included a survey on business preparedness for 
emergencies.  A podcast was put on the Citizen Corps Network’s website about preparedness for the H1N1 flu. 

• September 11-12 – a CERT Basic Training was held in Scottsbluff by the Panhandle Citizen Corps Network. 

 
NORTH CENTRAL CCP REGION 
• September 18-19 – a CERT Basic Training was held in Broken Bow by the Custer County Citizen Corps. 


