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Join ServeNebraska in Celebrating Volunteers at 2026 Step Forward Awards
The ServeNebraska Step Forward Awards recognizes exemplary volunteers across the state for sharing time and talents to improve the lives of others in Nebraska, where we share in this truly Good Life together.
What:   The ServeNebraska Step Forward Awards are the most prestigious awards given for volunteerism
in the state of Nebraska.
Where: Embassy Suites, 1040 P Street, Lincoln, Nebraska

Date:
  Friday, October 9, 2026

Time:    11:00 am Central Time

Ten Nebraskans will be honored at this year’s Step Forward Awards held on Friday, October 9 in Lincoln.  

“Volunteers are part of what makes Nebraska such a great place to live,” said Cathleen Plager, executive director of ServeNebraska.  “We’re proud to partner with the Governor’s Office to celebrate these amazing volunteers for all they do for our communities.”

For more information and to register to attend the Step Forward Awards, please visit: serve.nebraska.gov.
Registration closes September 15, 2026.
2026 Step Forward Award Honorees:

Adult Volunteer: Victor Lopez, Bellevue, NE

Youth Volunteer Leadership:  Brooklynn DeNaeyer, Thedford, NE

National Service: Jeanni Clay, Papillion, NE

Veteran Volunteer: Jerry Ludwig, Bennington, NE

Senior Volunteer: Virginia Huffman, Tryon, NE

Disaster Volunteer: Hot Meals USA, Kearney, NE

Corporate Community Volunteer: Charles Schwab, Omaha, NE

Volunteer Group: Knights of Columbus Council 14077, Omaha, NE

Mentorship Volunteer: Brian Grandy, North Platte, NE

Lifetime Achievement Volunteer: Nick Lammers, Wood River, NE

###

About ServeNebraska
ServeNebraska, the Nebraska Volunteer Service Commission, coordinates and supports community involvement by Nebraskans to address the needs of our communities.  We coordinate AmeriCorps programming, ServeNebraska Week, a coordinated statewide week to volunteerism, and celebrate volunteer achievements through the annual Step Forward Awards.
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